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Iraqi Doctors 
Gaining Skills, 
Experience
FORWARD OPERATING BASE DEL-
TA — Military doctors here are conduct-
ing a series of lectures for Iraqi doctors in 
Wasit province.
   This is the second eight-week course 
conducted by doctors from the 948th For-
ward Surgical Team and Company C, 26th 
Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, both 
attached to 214th Fires Brigade.
   The training has proved valuable for 
the Iraqi doctors, particularly this second 
course, which held many of the same at-
tendees as the first one.
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A squad of Iraqi policemen move alongside a wall and scan their sectors of fire outside the 
Tarmiyah Iraqi police station while conducting counter insurgency training on April 17 in 
Tarmiyah. DoD photo.
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CAMP VICTORY — The citizens of 
Tarmiyah have seen a substantial reduc-
tion in violence over the past four months, 
which can readily be seen throughout the 
vibrant market places midday as consum-
ers packed the markets to purchase needed 
goods from vendors.
   “Things have been very quiet in Tarmi-
yah over the past four months,” said Staff 
Sgt. Mikey Fernandez, who is attached 
to Troop A, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team “Warrior,” 25th Infantry Division, 
Multi-National Division – Baghdad.
   “You would not see the markets the way 
they are now four months ago. The people 
of Tarmiyah are no longer afraid to come 
out of their homes,” added the New York 
native.
   Fernandez said he credits the city’s suc-
cess in fighting violence to the fact that the 
Iraqi army, Iraqi police and Sons of Iraq 
in Tarmiyah are all working together to 
reduce criminal activity in the area.
   “The combination of the three – IA, IP 
and SoI – working together to improve
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http://www.youtube.com/mnfiraq
http://ugv.abcnews.go.com/


Iraqi Police 
Take Lead 
for Security 
of Kirkuk

Displaced Iraqis Returning
Soldiers with Company A, 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, secure the area outside 
a school, which was used as a makeshift clinic during a medical engagement in a small 
village in Iraq. Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Tami Hillis.

BAGHDAD — With security improving, 
local economies flourishing and commu-
nity reconstruction underway, Iraqis who 
once fled their South Baghdad homes in 
fear are now returning to the villages they 
deserted.
   This is a good sign, said Maj. Mark Bai-
ley, the officer in charge of the Multi-Na-
tional Division – Center governance cell.
   “Once people are convinced that security 
is good in their area, they come back,” 
said Bailey, who is with 401st Civil Af-
fairs Battalion, attached to 3rd Infantry 
Division. “If they own a business, they 
re-open their business, which helps the 
economy.”
   Out of the approximate 18,700 Iraqis 
who left their homes, it is estimated that 
10,450 have returned, according to MND-

C records.
   Humanitarian aid provided by MND-C, 
the United Nations and the Iraqi govern-
ment has been one method of reintegrating 
the newly returned citizens, Bailey said.
   “The CA Battalion (supply section) 
provides humanitarian assistance packages 
to the (MND-C) brigade combat teams, 
and they hand those out where they’re 
needed,” he said. “It’s also a good way to 
gain people’s trust.”
   Units in 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division have seen a steady influx 
of returning Iraqis, and have conducted 
operations to ensure the area is safe for 
their return.
   Operation Varsity II, one such effort,

READ MORE

KIRKUK — Kirkuk reached a sig-
nificant milestone as it transitioned the 
last of its traffic control points from 
Iraqi army control to the Iraqi police 
last week, at a check point just north of 
the city.
   Governor Abdul Rahman Mustafa, 
the provincial governor, Maj. Gen. 
Jamal Thaker Bakr, the provincial di-
rector of police, Brig. Gen. Omar Aref 
Waly Khatab, the emergency services 
unit commander, and Lt. Col. Kevin 
Brown, deputy commander, 1st Bri-
gade, 10th Mountain Division, toured 
the TCP with the Iraqi police to greet 
residents as they entered the first city 
in Iraq to be under the full operational 
control of the Iraqi police.
   “Today’s handover demonstrates that 
Kirkuk is operating under the Rule 
of Law, not martial law and that is 
what we are marking here today,” said 
Brown.
   The ceremony was held at the 
Irbil traffic control point just north of 
Kirkuk and was the last one to com-
plete a four-week transition with the 
15th Iraqi Army Brigade. The Iraqi 
police have maintained the day to day 
security responsibilities of the city for 
almost two years. This day marks the

READ MORE

Petraeus-Odierno Team Nominated to Continue Leading
WASHINGTON — The White House 
will nominate Army Gen. David H. Petra-
eus, currently commander of Multinational 
Force Iraq, to be the next U.S. Central 
Command commander, Defense Secretary 
Robert M. Gates announced April 23.
   “I recommended him to the president 
because I am absolutely confident he is the 
best man for the job,” Gates told reporters. 
He cited Petraeus’ in-depth understanding 
of the situation in Iraq as well as counter-
insurgency operations, and the successes 
seen in Iraq under his leadership.

   “The kinds of conflicts we are dealing 
with not just in Iraq, but in Afghanistan 
and some of the challenges that we face 
elsewhere in the region in the CentCom 
area, are very much characterized by 
asymetric warfare,” he said. “And I don’t 
know anybody in the United States mili-
tary better qualified to lead that effort.”
   Gates also announced today that the 
White House will nominate Army Gen. 
Raymond T. Odierno, who commanded 
Multinational Corps Iraq until just two

READ MORE
Multi-National Force-Iraq Commander 
Gen. David Petraeus gives Spc. Shane 
Turmell an award. DoD photo.
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